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@ Haruka: Dinneris ready! It’s cold today, so I cooked nabe! The pot is hot. Be careful!
7 ud J L Sara: It smells nice! MNabe is my favorite because it's delicious and healthy. It makes

our bodies warm in winter.
Haruka: We can enjoy a conversation more by sharing nabe together.
Sara: I think so, too. Itadakimasu! It’s good!
Haruka: Thank you! By the way, I feel your Japanese is getting better.

Sara: Really? Thank you! By learning Japanese, I can understand Japanese people’s

way of thinking: For example, I thought Jtadakimasu only meant “let’s eat” before

@ I came to Japan. However, I learned that the word is also used to thank the plants,
7 ul J € animals, and all the ingredients in the meal.
SLLDFE ELLDFE ELLDFE SLHDFRE Haruka: You are right. I also say ltadakimasu to thank the people involved in preparing
R_|#Es R |kiE#E R_|kEB=E R_|*a8E the meal, such as farmers and people who cook.
X X X X Sara: Isee. It'sinteresting.
X AREE Ll A kBB Haruka: You are trying hard to learn Japanese. T'll do my best to learn English, too!
K x K |EEE A I ||,
& |KERHE & |AEREE & |kEsE & (3F) pot:# conversation: £5 ingredient: &# involved in:~lcBbH->TW3 |

2) O, ODEEONAEISONTOEMBICHT HE2E LTRLENEbDE, ZNENT ~TH5 1 Dear mom,

DTORY, TOHBEET. 4B, KELEMEERTNLET DT,
O  (HEZRFTOEEEEEDSTE)

How was your day today? It’s cold in Japan now, so Haruka cooked nabe, a hot pot
dish, for dinner tonight. It is a popular dish in Japan in winter. Vegetables, meat,

and fish are cooked in soup in a big pot. MNabe makes our bodies warm. Haruka also

7 To the teachers’ room. 4 To the classroom.
% To the computer room T Tothe gym says that nabe ( O ) to people who share the meal.
@ (kB O D2 ) Haruka told me that my Japanese is getting better. I was happy to hear that.
: i

¥ They will watch a badminton game on TV, Learning Japanese gives me a chance to ( @ ). For example, Japanese people say

. . i i . “let’ 7 ish. i
£ They will play badminton. Itadakimasu before eating meals. It means “let’s eat” in English. It is also used to

( ® ). Ireally like this wonderful expression! I'll do my best to learn Japanese.

7 They will get new rackets.
I

They will look for Bob’s racket at his house. @ 7 shows the way to be a good cook
4 shows the Japanese traditional events
(3) FEORBIIODLWTOEMO, QT 2FA L LTHREBENZLOE, TNENTF~IN5 1 ) brings the good beginning of a new year

DTOEY, FOREEE, kB, EES2EFENE, HHEZNEFN 20T DT, T brings good communication
@ 7 They grew tomatoes. @ 7 understand how Japanese people think

- They sold tomatoes. 4 find how important learning English in Australia is

¥ They picked tomatoes. 7 learn about the culture of Australia

T They cooked tomatoes. I imagine how Japanese words were used in the past
@ 7 Oneday. @ 7 communicate with people from foreign countries

1 Two days. 4 make meals more delicious and healthy

¥ Three days. 7 tell people around us that we are hungry

T One week. T thank the food and the people involved in preparing the meal
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[ 1] Do you use a houki to clean at home? I usually use one when I clean at school. Now, we
have many kinds of vacuum cleaners and some of us even have robot cleaners. When I visited
my grandmother during the holidays, she was cleaning her room with a houks She actually
has a vacuum cleaner, but she always uses a Aouks when she cleans. 1 asked her, “Why do you
use a houki?” She answered, “I can clean all spaces in my house with a houks” 1 didn’t
understand why houks were so useful, so I wanted to know more about them.

[21[ ] First, we don’t need electricity when we clean with a houki, so we can use it
everywhere. Second, we don’t have to worry about making a noise. So, houki are good for
people who have small children or pets, and for people who want to clean at night. Third, a

houki is not heavy like a vacuum cleaner and is easy to carry. Also, we don’t need a large

(2) B [2] o JRICASHEEE LTRLENZ DR, ROF~IH5 1 DB, T0OLE
=&
7 I thought of some important points of making a houks
4 1thought of some special points for taking care of a hAouki
™7 I thought of some good points of using a houki
T -1 thought of some interesting points about the history of Aouki
(3) BB%% [3] THEROENTWARAEE LTHETZLDE, ROF~IHho 1 DB, ZORE2zET.
7 Shuro houki are cleaning tools that people have started to use recently.
A4 It takes more than ten years to make a shuro houki.
¥7  Using a shuro houki damages the floor or tatami because of its material.

I Shuro houki are useful to catch tiny dust and hair.
(4) B¥% [4] THRRNOBNTLANBL LTHETZDOE, WOF~Ir»o 1 2EY, TORS2ET

space to keep it. We can say houki are eco-friendly and functional tools. 7 Houki have a long history that began about 500 years ago.
[3] Ilearned about different kinds of houks which people have used for a long 4 Houki were used as sacred tools at ritual ceremonies in ancient times.
time in Japan. Let me give you one example, shuro houki. They are Y Houki are practical cleaning tools that people have used since 2004.
usually used to clean in the house. They are strong and can be used for T Houkihave been more popular than vacuum cleaners since vacuum cleaners appeared.
many years. Some people use them for more than ten years. The material (5) 3% [5] TGN TVLAHAE LTHEYZLDE, ROF~IH5 1 DBY, Z0HELET.
of shuro houki is the bark of a tree. This material is soft and doesn’t 7  Houki are more convenient than vacuum cleaners when we clean.
damage the floor or tatami. Also, when we clean, even tiny dust and hair 4 Houki are especially useful when we clean large rooms.
won't fly away easily. shuro houki 7 We should think about the value of convenient tools that use technology.
[4] I also learned about the history of Aouki in Japan. A houki from the 5th (amks%) T We should find good points of old tools again.

century was discovered in Nara in 2004, and it is said that this houks is now the oldest in

Japan. In ancient times, houki were often used as sacred tools to drive evil spirits away at 4 F—2Z2 S5 Y T Mikeld, AARICETGTakeshiE A — L TREEZ LTS, IROA, BO
ritual ceremonies. People have also used them as practical cleaning tools for many years in [ W, #h®h Mike, Takeshi ®A—LO—ETH B, 777 Takeshi 225, Mike DEF
Japan. However, vacuum cleaners have been more popular since they appeared. LD ESITEZ BA. | NICABEES D OBRETET, 7L 1 VELIZ LT TES
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[5] After learning about Aouki, I cleaned my house with a houki. It was especially useful when ALY G R ERERICED RN &,

I cleaned the small corners of the room. I think vacuum cleaners are very convenient, but I

found houki were practical tools, too. We have many new tools that use technology now, but I A Hi Takeshi,
hope we will realize the value of old tools again. I want to visit Japan.
[ o oCToCSoosssssesssiossooooooooeooy Which is the best season to travel to Japan?
(3E) vacuum cleaner: i@# robot cleaner: TR v MR electricity: R functional: #gERY7Z
| material: & bark:#E dust:iZ2V  itis said that: ~&FhN T2 ancient times: HX B .
drive ~ away: ~%BWLIS evil spirit: WE  ritual ceremony: 3\ practical: ERKZ Hi Mike,
value: fiif& Thank you for your e-mail.

I'm happy to hear that.

I will answer your question.

(1) BE [1] oRAEISVT, kOO, QOBWIZFNFNIEBL LOREETEL L, 7275L, 2
TR Y A R SEERICED RN &,

@ Does Aki use a houki at school?
@

Why does Aki’s grandmother use a houks?

hut

....................................................

If you have any more questions, please ask me.
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