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Breeding of a New Rice Variety for Sake Brewing ‘NARASAKE 1504’

KOBAYASHI Mikio, SUGIYAMA Takatsugu, MORISHITA Seiko and MATSUYAMA Syunsuke

Summary

A rice variety suitable for sake brewing, ‘NARASAKE 1504°, was developed as a cross between ‘Tsuyuhakaze’,
“Yamadanishiki’, and ‘Ginnosato’ at the Nara Prefecture Agricultural Research and Development Center. Its heading date is
equal to that of ‘Hinohikari’. Its maturing date is 11 days later than that of ‘Tsuyuhakaze’, and 5 days earlier than that of
‘Hinohikari’. The culm length of ‘NARASAKE 1504’ is equal to that of ‘Tsuyuhakaze’. Its lodging resistance is superior to
those of “Tsuyuhakaze’ and “Yamadanishiki’. The productivity of ‘NARASAKE 1504’ is equal to those of “Tsuyuhakaze’ and
‘Hinohikari’. The 1000 grain weight of brown rice is heavier than that of either “Tsuyuhakaze’ or ‘Yamadanishiki’. Findings
indicate that ‘NARASAKE 1504 has an equal percentage of white-core grain to that of ‘Tsuyuhakaze’. No pest or disease
was observed during the survey period. Some polished rice grains of ‘NARASAKE 1504’ crack during water absorption. The
aroma in the sake brewing ‘NARASAKE 1504’ is good. It was evaluated as suitable for sake brewing. ‘NARASAKE 1504’
is expected to become established as a replacement for staple rice in flat areas of Nara prefecture, and to help revitalize the

sake brewing industry in the prefecture.
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