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Summary

A new strawberry variety, ‘Kotoka’, was selected from a cross between ‘7-3-1’ and ‘Beni hoppe’ in 2002. It was 
released in 2009. ‘Kotoka’ characteristics are as follows. 
1. The time of flower bud initiation is slightly earlier than that of ‘Asukarubi’. The flowering period in forcing 

culture is earlier than that of ‘Asukarubi’ and later than that of ‘Akihime’. 
2. The yield in forcing culture is slightly less than that of ‘Asukarubi’ and markedly less than that of ‘Akihime’. The 

yield of fruits of 15 grams or more is equivalent to that of ‘Asukarubi’. 
3. The soluble solids content and acidity of the fruit are high. The fruit is firm during harvesting time in forcing 

culture. 
4. The plant height in forcing culture is equivalent to that of ‘Asukarubi’ or ‘Akihime’ in December and greater than 

that of ‘Asukarubi’ in February. 
5. The flower stalk is sufficiently long that gibberellin treatment at flower bud emergence is unnecessary.
6. CO2 treatment makes fruits yield about 20% more. 
7. 40–45 runner plants per mother plant are propagated on the bench using a sawdust substrate.
8. Low temperature requirements for breaking endodormancy are as low as those of ‘Nyoho’.
9. ‘Kotoka’ shows no resistance to Fusarium wilt, powdery mildew, or anthracnose. 
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