
 

Nara JETNet –  35 t h  Event 

“International Arts Festival”  

On June 19th ,  2010,  Nara  JETNet  he ld  i t s  35 t h  event  ent i t led 

“ In te rnat iona l  Ar t s  Fes t i va l ”  in  cooperat ion  w i th  Kawan i sh i  Town  

at  the  Kawan i sh i  Cu l tu re  Ha l l .  Nara  JETNet  i s  a  commit tee  wh ich 

p lans  event s  to  p romote cu l tu ra l  exchange  and  unders tand ing  

between the members  o f  the  JET Prog ramme and c i t i zens  o f  Nara  

Pre fectu re .  The  organ ize r s  o f  JETNet  event s  a re  the  5  

Coord inator s  f o r  I nte rnat iona l  Re lat ions  (C IR)  in  Nara  C i t y,  and  

members  a re  JET Prog ram me par t ic ipant s  l ocated  th roughout  

Nara  Pre fectu re .  Th i s  event  saw approx imate ly  400  c i t i zens  o f  the  

p refectu re  par t ic ipate  a long s ide  50  JETs  who  worked  hard  to  

p re sent  count ry/reg iona l  booths ,  a r twork  and other  cu l tu ra l  

pe rformances .  

 

The  event  began  at  1 3 :00  a f te r  g reet in g s  f rom the  JETNet  

cha i rper son  and  a  koto  mus ica l  pe r formance,  v i s i t o r s  were  ab le  to  

in te ract  w i th  JETs  at  count ry/reg iona l  booths,  in te ract ive  

exper ience  corner s  and at  an  ar t  exh ib i t ion.  The  ar t  exh ib i t s  

f eatu red  work s  by  JETs  such  as  photos ,  egg  ar t ,  and  s tu f fed  an imal s .  

At  the  count ry  booths ,  the  UK,  South  Af r i ca ,  Ch ina,  Korea,  Aust ra l ia ,  

the  Ph i l ipp ines ,  Canada,  F rance ,  Kenya,  Amer ica  (Texas  and  Seat t le ) ,  

and  Egypt  were  in t roduced.  Exper ience  corner s  featu red  a  “1 -minute  

sketch” act iv i t y,  rugby  exper ience ,  sw ing  dance,  square  dance,  hu la  

dance,  l a t in  dance,  teas  o f  the  wor ld,  and  an  oppor tun i t y  to  t ry  the  

Japanese  koto  in s t rument ,  among other  ac t iv i t ie s .  

 

From 15:00,  pe r formances  by  JETs  and  peop le  f rom the  reg ion  were  

he ld  in  the  Cosmos  Ha l l  aud i to r ium.  Those  featu red were  ta iko  d rum 

g roups f rom Kawan i sh i  Town as  we l l  a s  a  g roup featu r ing  a  Nara  JET,  a  

t rad i t iona l  I r i sh  mus ic  performance,  and a pop dance and pop song  

concer t .  The s tage  was  a l i ve  w i th  energy  and  or ig ina l i t y.   

 

Accord ing  to JETs and  par t ic ipant s  a l i ke ,  the  event  was a  t ru ly  

enjoyab le  one.  Some su rvey  comment s  inc luded  “ I ’d  l i ke  to  

par t ic ipate  in  o ther  event s  l i ke  th i s ! ” ,  “ I  was  moved  by  such  g reat  

performances !  Good  luck  w i th  your  next  event s ! ”,  and  “ I  enjoyed  th i s  

even  more than I  can  put  in to words .  I  p lan  to come aga in .” Many  

other  comment s  made  re fe rence d  the  fac t  that  par t ic ipant s  a l so  

enjoyed speak ing  d i rect l y  w i th  JETs  at  the  exper ience corner s  and  

count ry  booths ,  w i th  one par t ic ipant  wr i t ing,  “ I  was  ab le  to  in te rac t  

w i th  a  g reat  number o f  peop le  f rom d i f fe rent  count r ie s . ”  Many  JETs  

a l so  re f lected  th i s  sent iment  in  the i r  su rveys ,  w i th  some wr i t ing ,  

“Th i s  event  was  rea l l y  fun .  I ’m rece iv ing  rea l l y  pos i t i ve  feedback  

f rom the f r iends  I  i nv i ted,”  and  “There  shou ld  be org an izat ions  l i ke  

JETNet  in  o ther  p refectu res  to  p lan event s  l i ke  th i s . ”  Thank  you aga in  

to  Kawan i sh i  Town  and  a l l  who  worked  hard  to  make  the  day  a  succes s !  


